“Character Between The Lines”

By Mrs. Sojourner

An initial glance at Deu-
teronomy 2 may make
one conclude that it is

no more than God in-
structing Moses on how to
proceed to the next step in
Israel's journey. Please take
the time to read this chapter
and consider with me some,
as The Sojourner would say,
"layers of the onion."

This passage shows that fol-
lowing God's directions in
the timing and manner he
instructs is key. For exam-
ple: 1'was surprised that in
Deut. 2:9 and in 2:18-19
God instructed his people
to NOT provoke people of
two specific areas, or at-
tempt to take over their
lands. God explained to
Moses that those lands he
had given to the descendants
of Lot. Let us apply this to
the work/ministry God has
for you to do. He may have
instructed you to work with
a certain group of people or
in a specific geographic
area. If he is specific, you
be specific. That other area
that you may be gazing at
thinking it is "greener pas-
tures™ may be assigned or
promised to someone else.
Besides, our all-knowing

Father gives each person
a task that they are spe-
cifically suited to do. If
God did not call you to a
Notes:  Certain area, your trying to
work there will just be an
exercise in frustration.

[a]

Something else this passage
shows is that God keeps his
word. Israel is God's chosen
people, but here we see that
God had previously given
the descendants of Lot and
the descendants of Esau cer-
tain portions of land. God
did not in any way go back
on his word to Lot or Esau
to provide for Israel. Re-
specting his commitment, he
expected Israel to do the
same by only going to the
area he commanded.

These “layers of the onion”
confirm again we can obedi-
ently trust our omniscient
God is keeping every prom-
ise he ever made.
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...with The Sojourner

John 15:18-27

“God is 1ove,’9lJOhn4216 is a

very familiar scripture to
most believers in Jesus as
has been pointed out before.
This statement has caused
some people to determine
therefore, “If I am a Believer
in Jesus Christ, then my life
will be full of peace, love, and
joy.” Well yes and no! You
see when you are in this life
not all people will be com-
pletely open and loving to-
ward you. This is what Jesus
was telling the disciples here
in John 15:18-27.

God Loves You
There is one thing we can
know for certain, God loves
us and he even loves those
who are still in the world sys-
tem. ©°MM 3T 5o why did
Jesus warn us, through the
disciples, the world would
hate them and us? When Je-
sus was with them in this life,
or world, the focus was on
him. He drew fire from those
in favor of the world’s system.
Jesus® teachings threaten the
world system dominated by
satanic forces. When we Be-
lievers follow the great com-
mission we become a threat to

“It WOUld LOVe You” (Teaching Sketch)

the world system. That is why
Jesus told the disciples, “If
you belonged to the world, it
would love you as its own. As it
is, you do not belong to the
Notes: world, but I have chosen you
out of the world. That is why
the world hates you.,’om 15:19

The Name Of Jesus
The name of Jesus is very
powerful. Using the name of
Jesus, Believers have the
power and authority to heal
the sick, cast out demons, and
perform other signs and won-
ders. Jesus spoke of this,
“And these signs will accom-
pany those who believe: In
my name they will drive out
demons; they will speak in
new tongues; they will pick
up snakes with their hands;
and when they drink deadly
poison, it will not hurt them at
all; they will place their hands
on sick people, and they will
get Well.”M ark 16:17-18

Where Do | Belong?
The major question | (we)
must ask myself'is, “Where do
I belong, in the satanic world
system or in the Kingdom of
Heaven, Christ’s realm?”

Please note: This is a teaching sketch only and not the complete teaching.
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Scripture:

John 15:18-27\V)

The World Hates the Disciples

B«If the world hates you,
keep in mind that it hated me
first. *°If you belonged to the
world, it would love you as
its own. As it is, you do not
belong to the world, but |
have chosen you out of the
world. That is why the world
hates you. ®Remember the
words I spoke to you: ‘No
servant is greater than his
master.”® If they persecuted
me, they will persecute you
also. If they obeyed my
teaching, they will obey
yours also. ZThey will treat
you this way because of my
name, for they do not know
the One who sent me. f |
had not come and spoken to
them, they would not be
guilty of sin. Now, however,
they have no excuse for their
sin. 2He who hates me hates
my Father as well. 2If | had
not done among them what
no one else did, they would
not be guilty of sin. But now
they have seen these mira-
cles, and yet they have hated
both me and my Father. But
this is to fulfill what is writ-
ten in their Law: ‘They hated
me without reason.’!

%<“When the Counselor
comes, whom | will send to
you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who goes out

EY
John
3:16

[b]
Psalms
35:19;
69:4

from the Father, he will tes-
tify about me. ZAnd you also
must testify, for you have
been with me from the begin-

“The Sojourner
Live”

Sunday, March 2 at
9:00 PM (EST)
8:00 PM (CST)

The Sojourner will be
broadcasting a special
message on “The King-
dom” don’t miss it.

Click the link on the
his site’s media page!

http://sojournershub.org

John 15:18-27

“It Would LOV€ You” (Teaching Sketch)

That decision is the most im-
portant that can be made for it
is an eternal decision.
Not For Me Alone
The decision to live in
Christ’s Kingdom is not a de-
cision of philosophy but a
decision of great environ-
mental importance.  Christ
protects those in his Kingdom,
Christ provides for those in
his Kingdom, and Christ
blesses those in his kingdom.
The world will do what ap-
pears to be the same but with-
out the eternal benefits—
without peace, and without
blessing. It will sap the life
out of it’s subjects! Christ’s
Kingdom is not for me alone
but also for those will come
into God’s Kingdom because
of me. The world says it is
yours, don’t share, get all you
can, share only what you must
to get more! The world is
lonely. Christis always there.
My Counselor

Christ’s Kingdom never
leaves a person abandoned or
alone. He is always there
anointing, gifting, empower-
ing for his glory. My coun-
selor says | am to testify of
him not only in being “good”
but in power as the sick are
healed, delivered, and saved
by my faithfulness in deliver-
ing a compelling Gospel mes-
sage in word and deed "o 5%

Just so you’ll know:

Our service is informal. We
look to the Holy Spirit of God
to guide us corporately and
individually.

Our service usually follows this
general pattern:

e Informal sharing of what
we have seen the Lord do
in, through, and around us
since we last met.

e Testimonies are
often a part of the
conversation.

e Opening Prayer

e Praise & Worship

e Words of Prophecy or
Knowledge if they have
been given during “Praise
& Worship” (other times as
the Spirit moves).

e The Pastoral Message

e Prayer Requests

e Ministry to those
present & inter-
cession.

e The Blessing

Me

thesojourner@sojournershub.org
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