
 

Are you faithfully big, or 
are you doubtfully small? 
 
Go with me to Numbers 
13 where the spies sent to 
scout out the Promised 
Land reported to the Isra-
elites that they found the 
land as plentiful as the 
Lord promised, but that 
there were some chal-
lenges to be dealt with when 
they go take the Land as the 
Lord instructed. 

Did the Lord promise Israel 
that the Promised Land was 
void of people? No, he prom-
ised to give them the land as 
their possession. [a]  He also 

spoke about driving nations 
out before his people, and 
delivering the occupying 
people into Israel’s hands 
and that then Israel would 
defeat the occupiers. [b] So 
the Israelites were to be in-
volved in the battle.  But 
some people doubted what 
the Lord said, and only saw 
themselves as small.  They 

were doubtfully small.  Only 
Joshua and Caleb and their 
families kept in the forefront 
of their hearts that the God of 
the Universe promised them 
this land, therefore they could 
take the land, not because of 
how great they themselves 
are, but because of how great 
God is.  They knew they were 
big because they were God’s 
people, therefore they were 
faithfully big.  Let us consider 
these two groups, and deter-
mine which one we with 
which we will walk. 

Notes: 
_______ 

[a]  
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30Then Caleb silenced the 
people before Moses and 
said, "We should go up 
and take possession of the 
land, for we can certainly 
do it." 31But the men who 
had gone up with him 
said, "We can't attack 
those people; they are 
stronger than we are." 32... 
They said, "The land we 
explored devours those 
living in it. All the people 
we saw there are of great 
size. 33...We seemed like 
grasshoppers in our own 
eyes, and we looked the 
same to them."   Numbers 
13:30-33 (NIV) 

 Sojourning  

...with The Sojourner 

You know, in the Body of 
Christ today there is al-
most an aversion to the 
use of the word “I.”  Most 
of us are put off by the use 
of the word “I,” especially, if 
a person is bragging or boast-
ing about themselves.   
 
The words “brag”[1] or 
boast”[2] are also viewed as 
troublesome by many Believ-
ers.  The key here seems to 
be the speaking of oneself in 
an arrogant manner.  Now, 
here is the question, “Can we 
brag or boast about our Lord 
in a non-arrogant manner and 
still remain within the 
bounds of propriety?  Can 
this actually be what is hap-
pening when a Believer testi-
fies as to what the Lord has 
done in their life or the lives 
of others?”  “Yes, certainly is 
the answer!”   
 
As a matter of fact, the 
prophet Elijah would most 
likely be seen as indecent and 
out of order as he taunted the 
false prophets before he dem-
onstrated the power of God 
in the contest between a true 

“I Can Resurrected” (Teaching Sketch) 
Philippians 4:12-13 (NIV)                                                                     

prophet of the one true 
God, as opposed to the 
prophets of a false god.[3] 
 

 I Can 
Now, let’s revisit the word 
“I.”   Earlier, the demise of 
the word “I” in the Body of 
Christ was mentioned.  Let’s 
examine how the statement  
the Apostle Paul made in his 
letter might have been re-
ceived in today’s culture.  
Paul said “I can do all 
things….”  Yes, to stop there 
would be making the quote 
of Paul a bit out of context, 
but we must be careful not to 

Notes: 
 
[1] 
A boast. 
Arrogant 
or boast-
ful 
speech or 
manner. 
Some-
thing 
boasted 
of.  
 
[2] 
To glo-
rify one-
self in 
speech; 
talk in a 
self-
admiring 
way.  
 
[3] 
1 Kings 
18:27 
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Notice 
 

A person with 
an experience 
is never at the 
mercy of a per-
son with an ar-

gument. 
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12I know what it is to be in 
need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in 
any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in 
want. 13I can do everything 
through him who gives me 
strength. (NIV) 
 
12I know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in 
all things I am instructed both 
to be full and to be hungry, 
both to abound and to suffer 
need.  
13I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth 
me. (KJV) 

Notes: 
[a] 
 
 
 

Scripture: Philippians 4:12-13 (NIV) 

(NIV is employed here to allow English speakers around the world equal understand-
ing of the words used)                    

2 

Just so you’ll know:  
Our service is informal.  We look to the Holy Spirit of God to 
guide us corporately and individually. 
 
Our service usually follows this general pattern: 
 
 Informal sharing of what we have seen the Lord do in, 

through, and around us since we last met.   
 Testimonies are often a part of the conversation. 

 Opening Prayer 
 Praise & Worship 
 Words of Prophecy or Knowledge if they have been given 

during  “Praise & Worship” (other times as the Spirit moves). 
 The Pastoral Message 
 Prayer Requests 

 Ministry to those present & intercession. 
 The Blessing  

 
 Sojourners... 

yield good 
fruit and 
harvest unto 
the Lord 
their God. 

Find 3 people to bless with 
the blessings of our Lord and 

all that is theirs by blood 
adoption, or assignment! 

 

allow the “I” word to disap-
pear because it is important.  
Yes, in the remaining part of 
the statement Paul gives 
credit to Christ as the em-
powering reason he can do 
all things, but in today’s po-
litically correct culture how 
would that be perceived or 
received?  Many might be 
saying he was arrogant re-
garding his seeing himself as 
closer to the Lord than other 
believers.  He could be 
tagged as being “better than” 
other Believers in his own 
mind.  This is not the way his 
statement has been viewed 
over the 2000 years or so 
which have passed, but what 
if he had said it to someone 
today, in conversation, after 
services one day, what then. 
 
Believers are in the culture, 
but not of the culture, in 
which they are blessed by 
God to live out their lives.  
Believers must, therefore, be 
cautious regarding the accep-
tance of cultural standards of 
speech and thought. 
 
Could it be that by banning 
the word “I” from the accept-
able vocabulary the attitude 
of  “I can’t” has crept into 
the collective “group think.”  
 

O Yes, I Can!  
Believers need to adopt a 
vocabulary of, “O yes, I can 
do all things through the 
power of the Christ, the risen 
Lord who lives in me!”   
 
While some may say, and 
rightfully so, in the words of 
Paul, it is not I but Christ 
which lives in me.  The Holy 
Spirit will not function in and 
through the Believer unless 
the believer, the “I,” permits 
him to do so.  So resurrect, “I 
can, with Christ in me!” 
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I kneel before you Heavenly Father, 
from whom your whole family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name. I 
pray that out of your glorious riches 
you may strengthen me with power 
through the Holy Spirit in my inner 
being, so that Christ may dwell in my 
heart through faith. And I pray that I, 
being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and 
to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that I may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.  
Now to you who is able to do immeas-
urably more than all I ask or imagine, 
according to Christ’s power that is at 
work within me, to you be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen. (From Paul’s prayer for the 
Ephesians, Eph. 3:14-21) 
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